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Two months after Christopher Columbus Baldwin's unexpected death, the Society commissioned 

a full-scale portrait of the former librarian.1 Chester Harding, the most sought-after portrait 

painter in Boston, was hired to copy the miniature by Sarah Goodridge taken of Baldwin shortly 

before his death (cat#2). Harding and Baldwin had been acquainted for several years having met 

at a dinner party in 1829. Harding is mentioned in the young librarian's diaries several times after 

their initial meeting.2 In 1832 Baldwin recorded, 'It was no small gratification to me to have 

today Chester Harding, Alvan Fisher and Jonathan Mason all with me at once. They are all 

painters, and they possess such fervent zeal for their profession and everything connected with it, 

that I have great pleasure to be with them.'3 In this posthumous portrait, Harding softened the 

sitter's expression and added a bookcase and hands to his composition.4  

William Lincoln described the satisfaction of the Council of the American Antiquarian 

Society with the results of the commission. 'The Council...[has] procured a portrait by the 

celebrated painter Harding, from an exact miniature of Mr. Baldwin; that the living image of an 

associate so valued and a friend so loved may remain in our halls, as his memory will continue in 

the hearts of those who knew his worth and the ardor of his enthusiasm in those pursuits to which 

our institution has been dedicated.'5  
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