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The only son of the Boston bookseller David West, Sr. (cat. #146), David West, Jr., was about
six years of age when he sat for this portrait holding the family dog. Like the portraits of his
father and sister, young David was painted by Christian Gullager during the artist's last year in
Boston. David West, Jr., was the older brother of Abigail Leonard West (cat. #144) and, like his
sister, grew up in Boston. Very little is known about his brief life. In 1818 he served as a clerk
aboard the ship Arab, which made a voyage to the Pacific Ocean and returned to Boston in

1822.1 His death, at age thirty-five, was recorded in Pomfret, Connecticut, in 1825.
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