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Ex. Coll.: John Winslow (1825-98), to his nephew the donor. 
 

This portrait came to the American Antiquarian Society with the portrait of Horace Greeley by 

Phillip Spooner Harris (cat. #62) and, like the Greeley portrait, was once owned by the New 

York attorney John Winslow.1 The identity of the artist is unknown and the composition is based 

on a photograph taken by the Boston photographer John Adams Whipple. Whipple's portrait of 

Webster was widely reproduced in a number of published engravings and lithographs. Any of 

these prints may have served as the inspiration for this portrait of the famous orator.2

 

 

                                                           
     1 Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Society 45 (October 1935): 192-3. 

     2 The American Antiquarian Society also owns a small portrait of Webster done in oil paint over an engraving 
(Weis #136). In addition, several daguerreotypes and photographs of Webster are part of the Society's Graphic Arts 
Collection.  


