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20, 1775. Editorial additions and explanations are given in brackets. 

 
 

Boston Ap. 20, 1775 

Brother Stephen  

Yesterday was the most Melancholy day that ever I saw – Fellow Subjects 

Engage in a Bloody Battle against each other. the American by the Assistance of Heaven 

drove them down into Charles town where I saw them from Bacon Hill Engaged, a most 

Terrible sight it was – they are very Backward in owning how many men they lost & 

would have it believed it was very few. they say 50 some 70, but I believe the Number to 

be vastly greater. they seem now to be sensible the Americans will fight – Our Neighbour 

Mansfield is missing & is supposed to be killed, fighting against the Americans – If M
r
 

Waldo is with you let him know his family is well. May God of his Infinite mercy 

prevent the Effusion of any more human blood, & put a stop to this Terrible Calamity of 

a Civil Warr [sic].   

I Remain  dear Brother   

Yours Affectionately  

Sa. Salisbury 
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